General Instructions

· Machine wash and dry fabric before cutting. Outer fabric for tote bags may not be machine washable and dryable.

· Cut items on the straight grain of the fabric.

· If the fabric has an obvious one-way design, follow the instructions for cutting 2 pieces of fabric rather than one piece of fabric and ensure you stitch the pieces together so the design is in the same direction on both pieces of fabric. 

· Make cardboard templates for the pattern pieces if making several of an item at one time.

· To ensure seams are neat and flat, seat seams by pressing them flat before pressing them open. Press is shorthand for this process.

· Use gray or beige thread if matching thread is not available.

· Use binder clips to hold thick fabric when pins do not work.

· Use a 16 jeans needle for tote bags.

· To prevent loose threads from being exposed or unraveling, thread loose threads into a needle, insert the needle between layers of fabric, and pull the needle through; tug on the threads and trim.

· Piece fabric for straps using diagonal seams.

· Use ½” seams unless otherwise noted.

· Useful tools

· Hump jumper/point turner

· Point presser

· Sleeve board

· Sleeve roll

· Kitchen scale

